HARVARD UNIVERSITY. 


LIBRARY 


OF THE 


MUSEUM OF COMPARATIVE ZOOLOGY 
sks ig 


GIFT OF 


Utiramn Bange- 
jonny Rae 


DESCRIPTIONS OF THREE NEW SPECIES OF 
BIRDS FROM DOMINICA, B.W.I. 


BY A HYATT VERRILL. 


: = as 


Thalurania belli, sp,nov., Verrill ; Bell’s Hummingbird, 


Adult male; Jpper parts rich iridescent metallic green, becom- 
ing deep peacock blue or verdite-green on forehead and crown ; 
coppery on shoulders and deep b! uish or emerald green on rump: 

scapulars, upper wing coverts and upper tail coverts, deep pea- 
cock or bluish green. Wings metallic purple or Steel blue, the 
outer web of outer primary narrewly edged with white or pale 
ash gray. 

Basal portion of tail dull copper green, the outer half deep 
steel Llue with violet reflections. ‘The three outer feathers on 
each side broadly tipped with white and the outermost feather 
white at base also, Lower parts uniform snow white more or less 
washed with grayish on flanks and sides. Flanks and sides be- 
neath wings spotted with isolated bright green feathers. Har 
coverts and loral region deep velvety black in marked contrast to 
green of occiput. Bill dusky black with lower mandible slightly 
lighter near base. 

Adult temale; Much like male but rather duller and more 
uniform in colour, ‘Tertiaries and sometimes one or two of the 
secondaries, slightly tipped with white, Black loral patch less 
distinct than in male and usually more or less glossed over with 
dull greenish. Lower parts dirty or grayish white, distinctly 
ashy on flanks and sides, Sides of chest, flanks and sides be- 
neath wings, heavily spotted with green ; the spots often becoming 
confluent. Bill entirely dusky black. 

Young male; Almost exactly like female and often indis- 
tinguishable except by dissection. Usually brighter above with 
more distinctly coppery reflections on shoulders and more bluish 
on head and rump with feathers slightly tipped with rusty. 
Lower parts usually whiter with less dusky and more green on 
sides and flanks. Loral patch more distinct than in female, 


Length 3.75 to 4,15. Wing 2.40 to 2.70. Tail 1,35 to 1.50, 
Culmen 0,70. 


Nest a beautifal structure of felted tree-fern down, orna- 
mented with spider webs, beetle elytra, and bits of blue green 
lichen ; usually saddled to a slender branch or twig from 10 to 
30 feet above the earth and. preferably overhanging some moun- 
tain stream, 


Eggs elliptical, dead white, .46 x. .30 to .48 x. .32. 
This new and beautiful species, which I have named in honor 


of the Hon. H. Hesketh Bell, Administrator of Dominica, is con- 
fined to the higher mountains of Dominica at an elevation of 


—— 


more than 2.000 feet above the sea. It appears to be very locally 
distributed and is a strictly forest species, haunting the deepest 
and dampest portions of the mountain bush and never frequent- 
ing the sunny glades and gardens as do the other species. It is 
rather fond of the upper portions of the trees and is particularly 
partial to the tangled network of lianas, air plants and orchids with 
which the trees are draped. Although specimens of this species 
have been collected for at least fifteen years yet they seem ale 
ways to have been vonfounded with other species. 

A female was obtained by me at Bassenville in 1890 and 
was at the time supposed to be the female of T. bicolor, Other 
collectors have confounded it with the female of Bellona exilis 
and in the Victoria Memorial Library at Roseau there is a nest of 
the present species with a female,—probably the parent bird,— 
mounted on the edge of the nest in company with a male of 
exilis! 

Although in life-—when darting rapidly about or hovering 
near some flower,—there is a general resemblance between the 
two, yet when examined and compared there is not the slightest 
similarity. Exilis is much smaller, the bill is distinct in shape 
and feathered for nearly half its length on the culmen. The 
back and head of exilis are dull coppery green of an almost even 
shade, the white of lower parts is grayish or ashy and the tail 
feathers are scarcely tipped with white. In the present species 
the bill is naked on the culmen, the back is brighter and of vari- 
ous shades of green, the white of lower parts is nearly immacu- 
late and the outer tail feathers are nearly half white. 


Buteo (latissimus )rivierei, sp. nov. Verrill; Riviere’s Hawk, 


Much smaller, darker, and with relatively heavier feet and legs 
than any other form of latissimus. 

Adults; Above, deep umber or dusky brown or even blackish. 
Back. scapulars and upper wing coverts always edged with deep 
rusty or rnfous. Primaries plain dusky on outer webs and near 
tips on inner webs ; the rest of inner webs pure white with no 
indications of darker bars. Under wing coverts rich rusty or 
ochreous with narrow median lines and subterminal bars of dus- 
ky. Upper tail coverts broadly tipped with white. Tail feathers 
dark grayish or dusky, crossed below by about six white, and 
above hy three or four brownish gray, bands. Occiput, forehead 
crown and neck,deep umber brown; each feather edged with 
rich dark rufous and often with medial streaks of the same 


color. Lower parts whitish, becoming rusty on flanks, sides and 
lower tail coverts and rich rufous on chest, thickly and heavily 
marked with hour-glass shaped patches of rich ferruginons or 
sienna brown; the markings becoming confluent on chest and 
sides and forming narrow distinct bars of flanks and thighs, 
Lower neck, throat, loral region and sides of head, deep rufous 
brown with indistinct narrow longitudinal lines of darker umber 
brown. Chin pale rufous, contrasting sharply with the dark, 
dusky, mustache. 

Young: Above, much as in adults. Below, ochreous or pale ru- 
fous ; lighter posteriorly and more or less heavily marked with 
tear-shaped umber brown spots most numerous on chest. 

Eyes white or pale straw at all ages and in both sexes, Bill 
bluish horn color ; cere yellowish or sap green. Feet and legs 
greenish yellow. Length 13 to 16; Wing 8.50 to 9.50; Tail 
4.75 to 5.50 ; culmen .90 to 1.10; Tarsus 1.20 to 1.50 ; Middle toe 
1.25 to 1.6C. 

Nest built of sticks, grass and trash in high trees or on cliffs. 
Eggs 1.80 x 1.50 to 1.85 x 1.55, dull white, heavily washed and 
blotched with rufous, umber and greyish brown. 


This species which is quite distinct from any described form 
of Buteo latissimus I have named in honour of my friend Mr. 
A. Davies Riviere to whose kindness and interest in Dozainican 
birds I owe much of my success in collecting in the Layou Val- 
ley, as well as many rare specimens and much invaluable infor- 
mation which he has rendered me on many occasions. 


Septophaga (ruticilla) tropica, sp. nov. Verrill; Tropical 
Redstart. 


Adult male :—Above, glossy black ; often spotted or patched 
with isolated orange-vermillion feathers, especially on hind neck 
and rump, the latter often wholly red. Basal half of secondaries, 
quills and tail feathers, under surface of wings, edges of should- 
ers and sides of breast vivid flame color or orange-vermillion. 
The patches on sides of breast frequently joining across chest and 
forming a distinct band. Abdomen white, more or less tinged 
with light salmon pink or pale orange; deeper, (often light 
orange), on lower tail coverts. Lower tail coverts with distinct 
dusky spots washed with reddish. 

Adult female :—Pattern of coloration as in male but black 
replaced by light greenish olive, the red of male replaced 


by or orange, yellow. Young male :—Similar to female 
but usually darker or more grayish above, with yellow inclining 
more towards the orange red of adult male. Both the young 
males and females often with glossy black feathers interspersed 
through the plumage. 

Length 4,25 to 5: Wing 2.30 to 2.50: Tail 2.20 to 2.35: 
Habitat, Island of Dominica, especially near the western coast. 


As will be seen from the above description the Dominican 
Redstart differs from the N. A. type in its richer and darker 
colors, the larger areas of red, the pinkish color of lower parts 
and under tail cuverts and the frequently red neck and rump of 
adulf male. It is also smaller, more robust and with a wider 
and proportionately shorter bill than ruticilla. The note is 
quite distinct from ruticilla and the eggs average smaller with 
the ground color purer white and the markings heavier and 
darker, rich umber and blackish, than in the N.A. form of ruti- 
cilla. 


In connection with the above description the following note 
by Dr, H. A. Alford Nicholls will be of interest :— 


“JT have noticed two varieties of the Redstart for a number 
of years past and they are doubtless the true American Redstart 
and the one you describe as indigenous. ‘he American Red: 
start has been observed by me on two occasions to arrive in 
flocks. On one occasion a flock of from 30 to 40 of these birds 
stayed in my garden in Roseau for a whole day and they entire- 
ly cleared away a scale insect that was then badly infesting my 
Rubiaceous plants.” 


ERRATA. 


Please read Page 1 on line 21 are instead of “ is” 
Page 14 on line 11, Bluckburniue instead of “ black- 
burnire” 
Page 14 on line 16, 1904 instead of ‘ 1964” 
Page 15 on line 24, omit ‘ Society” 
Page 28 on line 16, interpres instead of * interprise” 
Page 25 on line 28, obtained instead of * observed” 


Descriptions of three new species of birds from Dominica. 


Page 4 line 1, read buffy or orange instead of “ or orange” 


